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Section 5.—The Manufactures of British Columbia, 1942 
British Columbia in 1942 was again the third most important manufacturing 

province of the Dominion. Normally its rich forests give the wood industries 
a pre-eminence in the Province. Due to the exigencies of the War which resulted 
in the establishment of a huge shipbuilding industry on the Pacific Coast, the iron 
and its products group displaced wood and paper as the dominant factor in British 
Columbia manufacturing production. As a result, the shipbuilding industry with 
a gross value of production of $118,243,552 contributed 21 p. c. of the total output 
of the Province. This industry was in sixth place in 1940 when the output was 
valued at only $9,943,941. I t furnished employment to 23,806 persons or 26-6 
p.c. of the total number engaged in manufacturing in 1942. Emphasizing the 
importance of the forests in the industrial life of the Province, the sawmilling 
industry ranked second with a gross value of production of $90,695,092, and the 
pulp and paper industry fourth with $27,804,218. Third in importance was fish-
curing and -packing, based principally on the estuarial salmon fisheries. British 
Columbia accounted for 63 p.c. of the total production of this industry in Canada. 
Other important industries were: slaughtering and meat packing, petroleum pro
ducts, planing mills, fruit and vegetable preparations, sheet metal products, etc. 
The varied resources of the Province and its position on the Pacific Coast have 
resulted in a wide diversification of its manufactures. 

7.—Statistics of the Leading Industries of the Province of British Columbia, 1942 
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10.395,077 

11 
11 

Bread and other bakery products. 
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67,757,438 17 All other leading industries2  

Totals, Leading Indus t r ies . . . 

Totals, All Industries 
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4,254,385 
7,618,433 
1,471,466 

776,512 

3,010,836 
1,717,029 
1,294,133 
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67,757,438 All other leading industries2  

Totals, Leading Indus t r ies . . . 

Totals, All Industries 

1,146 290,593,891 72,914 124,599,933 221,865,624 458,634,789 

All other leading industries2  

Totals, Leading Indus t r ies . . . 

Totals, All Industries 1,990 388,649,300 89,570 148,782,063 270,823,072 558,137,606 

Percentage of leading industries 
to total of all industries in the 

1,990 388,649,300 89,570 148,782,063 270,823,072 558,137,606 

Percentage of leading industries 
to total of all industries in the 

57-6 74-8 81-4 83-7 81-9 57-6 74-8 81-4 83-7 81-9 

u See footnote 1 to Table 5, p. 435. ' Includes other leading industries, statistics of which cannot 
be published because there are fewer than three establishments in each industry. Such industries are: 
aircraft, bridge and structural steel work, and non-ferrous metal smelting and refining. 


